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Saving Camera-Specific Presets With Lightroom 2
(and ACR)
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Your TLR Tip has been created.
Submitted by mitch on Mon, 02/09/2009 - 00:46.

he fact that Lightroom 2 uses the Adobe Camera Raw (ACR) engine means that many tips work
equally well for Lightroom 2 and for ACR 5. That's true here.

You can create camera-specific presets for Lightroom (and for ACR). This is very handy if you take the
time to profile your camera with the Camera Calibration settings and develop sharpening and noise
reduction settings for your digital camera(s). The presets can become the new default settings anytime
you load a RAW file with the same combination of camera model and ISO. You can even limit your new
defaults further to a specific camera body.

| suggest you make a preset folder for each of your digital cameras. This will keep your presets
organized. Then start with one camera. Take the time to carefully process photographs from different
ISOs for that camera. Focus just on the settings you will want to use with every RAW photo as a starting
point. | suggest you focus on Camera Calibration, Sharpening, and Noise Reduction.

Preset Name: Canon 1Ds MKIL (ISO 100)

Folder: [Canon 10s Mk II Presets

Auto Settings
[ Auto Tone

Settings
[ white Balance [ Treatment (Color)

[ Basic Tone [ color

[ Exposure
[ Highlight Recovery

[T Fill Light

[ saturation
[ vibrance
[ Color Adjustments

[ Black Clipping
[ Brightness [T spiit Toning

DContast
D'v'ignettes

[ Tone Curve [T Lens correction
|:| Post-Crop

[ cClarity
[ Graduated Filters

Sharpening
Calibration

Moise Reduction
Luminance
Color

[ chromatic Aberration

[Checkhll ] [Check None Create ] ’ Cancel

You can see in this example that | left Sharpening, Noise reduction, and Calibration checked. Everything
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else is left unchecked. This can avoid unwanted side effects with other presets.

Go to Edit | Preferences and select the Presets tab. Here is where you checkmark options to make
defaults specific to camera ISO settings and (optionally) even to a specific camera body.

Unde Ctrl+Z
Redo Ctrl+Y
Select All Ctrl+A
Select Mone Ctrl+D
Preferences... Ctrl+,
Catalog Settings... Ctrl+Alt+,
Identity Plate Setup...

[general] Presets [snport | Extey

Dafack Dewelop Sezings Select for camera-
[Tl Appiy auto tone specific presets.
9] appiy be i

[ Make defauits snecic to camera seris rumber
|¥| Make defauits soecfic to camera 150 setting

Reset &l dafauit Develop settings
Leeatien
[ Store presets with catsiog | Show Lighiroom Fresets Foider... |
Ughtroom Defist
. ) e
[ Restore Flaname Templates [ Restore Taxt Templates
| Restors Local adustment Presets | | Aestore Color Label Presets
| Reswre Lbrary Filter Presets

[ ox ][ comcal |

Now go back to the photos that you used to generate the settings for your camera-specific presets.
You'll need to do this for each photo in turn. Click on one of the photos. The select the Develop | Set

Default Settings menu item. Click the "Update to Current Settings" button.

Mew Snapshet... Ctrl+N
Mew Preset... Ctrl+5Shift+MN
Mew Preset Folder... Ctrl+Alt+N
Clear History

Set Default Settings...

Previous Phote Ctrl+Left
Mext Photo Ctrl+Right

Set Default Develop Settings.

Change the default settings used by Lightroo Click to make a
files with the following properties? default for RAW files

Model: Canon EOS-DeMarky | TOM SaMe camera
IS0 Speed Rating: 1SO 100 model and |SO.

Flease note that these changes are not undoable.

| Restore Adabe Default Settings | [ update to Current settings | | cancel

Once you do this, Lightroom will the settings as the default when loading any files from the same
combination of camera model and ISO (and, optionally, camera body serial number). You can adjust the

settings from there.

What About Adobe Camera Raw (ACR)?
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The steps are pretty much the same. What changes is where you find the options.

You'll want to start by making camera-specific presets, just as described above for Lightroom 2. Again,
just save the relevant settings.

Mew Preset

MName: Canon 1Ds MKIL {ISO 100)

Subset: [Cusmm Subset v] [ Cancel ]

[C] white Balance
|:| Exposure

[ recovery
[CIFill Light
[[eladks

[ erightness

|:| Contrast

[C] Clarity

[ vibrance

|:| Saturation

[C] Parametric Curve
|:| Point Curve

Sharpening
Luminance Moise Reduction
Color Noise Reduction

Grayscale Conversion
[[1HsL Adjustments
[ split Toning

[ chromatic Aberration
|:| Lens Vignetting

Camera Calibration

Auto Settings

[] Apply auto tone adjustments

Apply auto grayscale mix

To choose whether the presets should apply to camera model and ISO combination (and maybe
camera body serial number), click on the icon to open ACR Preferences and then checkmark the
appropriate "Default Image Settings" options.
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Click here to open
ACR Preferences.
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[ Camera Raw Preferences (Version 5.20,63)

General

Save image settings in: |Sidecar "xmp” fles

Appiy sharpening fo; [Ahwu

Defauit Image Setfrgs

1| Apphy auto tone adustments

1] Appty auito grayssals mix vinen g fo grayscale
I” | Make defaults speafic to camera serial number

(] Make defaults spedfic to camera 150 setting

Camera Raw Cache

MagmumSge: 10 G8 | Pupecade

DG Fiic Handing
1" 1graore sidecar *,amp” fles

|| Update embedded PEG previews: | Mecum So=

JPEG and TFF Herding

FEG! | Automatcaly apen IFEGs wih setings

SelectLocaton,.. | C:fsers|Mitch\AppDataf.ocal idobe \Camerafam |Cache|

TIFF: | Automatesly open TIFFs with seitrgs

"Save New Camera Raw Defaults" menu item.

Presets

Canon 1Ds MKII (IS0 100)
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Image Settings
Camera Raw Defaults
Previous Conversion
Custom Settings

¥ “Canon1Ds MKI (ISC 100)"

Apply Preset 3
Apply Snapshot 3
Clear Imported Settings

Export Settings to XMP

Update DNG Previews

Load Settings...
Save Settings...

Save New Camera Raw Defaults

Reset Camera Raw Defaults

That's all there is to it. You can develop camera-specific settings and then apply them automatically as
defaults with your Raw files.
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